“Momentary, Light Affliction”
2Corinthians 4:16-18
Throughout our lives, some things come very naturally to us.  

Some are innate- meaning we arrive on the scene with the knowledge that certain things are wrong- like lying, cheating, stealing, and hurting others.  We may repress this knowledge to the point that we convince ourselves otherwise, but they’re still wrong, cf. Rom.2:14-15; 1:19 > 1Tim.1:8-11. 

Other precepts and principles are learned naturally through the experiences of life itself.  We learn, for instance, that life is not always going to be fair. And, if we’re really sharp, we learn that it cannot be made so regardless of the effort put forth to that end.  We also learn that life has its ups and downs.  No one’s life is truly idyllic, and most that are truly tragic have been made that way through poor choices- by either the person or others around them making bad decisions and taking wrong paths. 
But we also come to understand that physical life is short, Jas.4:14.  Advances in medicine have lengthened it somewhat, but the reality is that all who live will die, Heb.9:27.  Man is born of dust, and will inevitably return to it, because God made us that way, and told us it would be so, cf. Gen.2:7; 3:19.

While all these things either are, or become apparent to us quite naturally in life, the truly important perspectives on life itself have to be learned. And they must be learned from the revelation of the Giver of life, cf. John 5:26a > 2Pet.1:3.  So, what are some of these truly important perspectives on life that allow us to live life to the fullest (according to the Giver of it)?  Look to our text in 2Cor.4:16-18. 
I.  Important Perspectives on Life.

A.  First, get the context.
In this chapter, Paul uses the plural pronoun “we” to refer to those of the Apostolic Ministry.  That is, those who were inspired apostles and evangelists who gave up all, including their lives, to preach the Word God revealed to them, vv.1-15. 

So the primary applications of this text are toward that group of individuals. But secondary applications may be also made to all Christians who share the goals and aspirations of these men toward life, and more importantly, eternal life.  

B.   Some important perspectives on life that allow it to be properly lived.

1.  There is an inseparable link between losing heart and spiritual decay, v.16.
The decay of the outer man is inevitable.  Our bulletin and prayer lists are ample evidence of this fact.  The older we get, the more the outer man decays.  

But, losing heart does not come from the decay of the outer man- losing heart comes from the decay of the inner, or spiritual, man!  It should be that as our physical body begins to fail, our spiritual body should grow even stronger to compensate.  Our spiritual minds are supposed to mature and grow wiser as our bodies become more weak and fragile.  Such allows a proper view of physical life, and the approaching end of it. 
The conclusions of this point are inescapable. If you are losing heart, then you are not “being renewed day by day”!  And, if you are being spiritually renewed day by day, you will not lose heart!  So the only question here becomes, “How is one renewed day by day?”  The answer is simple. Do those things which produce spiritual growth: Eat right spiritually, Heb.5:11-14; Exercise your spiritual body, 1Tim.4:8; 2Pet.1:5-11; and Rest spiritually from the worries of physical life, Phil.4:4-9. 

2.  No matter how serious our physical trauma or hardship, it is still “momentary, light affliction” v.16.
Such is not said to dismiss either the pain or difficulty of anyone’s physical illness or circumstance.  But it is said to keep these physical things in the proper perspective.

We’re supposed to be spiritually-minded.  However, if all we think about is our physical difficulties, how spiritually-minded are we?  Most all of our physical hardships are caused by either abuse of our bodies in younger years, or natural tendencies of old age.  In either case, what do we really have to despair about? The “momentary, light affliction” to which Paul specifically refers was neither self-inflicted through abuse, nor the result of old age.  He is talking about persecution for righteousness’ sake, cp. vv.7-12 and 11:20-33!  What rights have we to complain or despair- even over “serious” but “natural” causes of deterioration?
Be that as it may, we still must understand that our physical afflictions are momentary and light.  They are momentary in that they will not last forever, Rev.21:4; and they are light in comparison to: (a) crucifixion; and (b) what they bring us- and “eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison,” cf.1Cor.15:36-58. 

3.  To really understand and live life properly, you have to look at “the things which are not seen” v.18. 

The Greek term translated by the NASV as our word “look” is skopeo. which means to look, observe, contemplate, to fix one’s eyes upon, to direct one’s attention to.  Think about this meaning.  If we spend all our time, or even the majority of it, “looking” at and to the ways of our physical bodies and their existence, how will we truly “see” what Paul is here urging- eternal things?  The sad reality is, we won’t, cp. Col.3:1-15. 
Jesus clearly taught that being physically oriented in our thoughts and actions is pointless and wrong, Matt.6:19-24 > 25-34. But when we are truly spiritually oriented in our thoughts and actions, these physical things will take care of themselves one way or another.  

II.  Conclusions

A.  We’re all going to die- sooner or later, one way or another.  This is not meant to be morbid or depressing- just a reality check.  We really have no choice in the matter. 

B.  But we do have a choice in our attitudes and perspectives both on life and death.  Rev.14:13 says that the death of the righteous is a blessed thing because it brings rest and reward.  Why don’t we look forward to such ourselves, and celebrate it for others? Death is the portal to the reward of righteous living.  It is what we work for all our spiritual lives. Should it really be something we hope and seek to avoid at all costs? I’m not suggesting euthanasia or suicide, but am suggesting that we look beyond death to live properly.
C.  2Cor.4:16-18 teaches three important lessons on life: 1) if we lose heart, we’re not being renewed spiritually as we should; 2) no matter what our physical situation, it is still momentary and light compared to heaven; and 3) to look correctly at life, you have to focus on the spiritual side of it. 
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