“Homely” Dads

The word “homely” has a decidedly negative connotation in our modern vernacular– especially when used as a description of someone’s looks!  But Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary (which by the way, was “new” to this freshman collegian back in 1983!) lists its first meanings as “suggestive or characteristic of a home; frequently encountered; of a sympathetic character”.  May I suggest to you that our homes today need exactly those kinds of Dads?

Our homes need Dads who are “characteristic of a home” in that he needs to be a part of it.  Study after study has shown that the absence of a father in the home is the single greatest contributor to all kinds of problems in children specifically, and in society more generally.  “Fathers” who denigrate the very term by their willing absence- whether completely absent, or just consistently absent, cannot possibly fulfill their God-given duty to “bring them (their children) up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.” (Ephesians 6:4b)  Sending a monthly check for child support does not cut it when it comes to fatherhood. Dad needs to be, as Mr. Webster suggested in his first definition, “characteristic” of the home.  He must be a constituent element of it.  He needs to be, if you will, a consistent feature or characteristic of the home to be pleasing to God, and of benefit to his family. How can any “head” of the family, and that is exactly what he is to be according to Ephesians 5:23ff, really be such if he is never around?

I know, I know, I can hear you from here, “Well, I have to make a living!”  We all do.  And I, like you perhaps, have been guilty of being so worried about and involved in “making a living for my family” that I forgot to “make a life with my family.” Such takes a very simple thing: time at home with our families.  The over-used term “quality time” is just an excuse we use to feel better about our failures in spending too little of a precious commodity where it really should be spent.  The second of Mr. Webster’s definitions of “homely” was “frequently encountered”.  OK Dad, are you “frequently encountered” at home with your family by them, and/or visitors to it?  Could you be called a “homely Dad” in that way and for that reason?

The final consideration of Mr. Webster’s definition of a “homely” Dad is that of being “of a sympathetic character” or disposition.  Jesus said, “Permit the children to come to Me, and stop hindering them…” in Luke 18:16.  Surely the Lord was making a point to His disciples with this statement (cf. v.15), but such wasn’t His only reason for saying it.  He also was genuinely concerned with, and “of sympathetic character” toward, the children.  He was sympathetic to their needs of His time and attention.  When we don’t have time for a game of backyard catch, a tea party, a tee-ball game, a soft-ball game, or a piano recital, we aren’t being “homely Dads” because we aren’t being of a “sympathetic character” to the needs of our children.  It’s hard to be sympathetic toward those who we don’t really know, and with whom we’ve spent very little time.  Ah, there’s that word again-“time”.  It seems so much revolves around it.  Children can certainly be over-dosed with sympathy to the point of enabling weakness and encouraging bad habits.  But we Dads must also always remember that they are children, and thus have child-like fears, child-like concerns, and child-like desires, and child-like needs.  We can’t make them adults by ignoring that they are children– or these needs that come with them being children.  Spend time with your children so that you can be sympathetic to their needs.  After all, Moms are great, but Dads are better at finding and scaring away the monsters under the bed!  

“Homely” may indeed be less than flattering at best, and down-right derogatory otherwise if applied to a female’s appearance.  But when it comes to “Dads,” I hope it fits you to a tee!  
Dads, let’s strive to be “characteristic” of our homes, “frequently encountered” in our homes, and of “sympathetic character” and disposition toward those at our homes.  And may God help us all to be “homely”- in characteristics rather than looks of course! 
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