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Here we are, again, in a political season, gearing up for 
another presidential election. Once again, we see and 
hear the political talk, the divisions, and the unfortunate 
mudslinging that seems to go hand in hand with poli-
tics.  As in all matters, Christians cannot afford to set 
aside their worldview 
when it comes to how we 
view politics and govern-
ment. The Scriptures give 
us the principles we need 
to be able to think and 
act properly. Here are a 
few of those principles: 

1. Submit.  

Romans 13 provides 
some instructions about 
the relationship we have 
with the governing au-
thorities. Primarily, we 
are to be subject to the 
laws. While we are to obey God over man (Acts 5:29), 
we are not to be instigators of rebellion or insurrection-
ists. Even if we disagree with the government, we still 
must submit to the laws and pay the taxes. Keep in mind 
that the government at the time was the Roman Empire, 
the rulers of which were often known for immorality 
and cruelty. Still, Christians needed to submit themselves 
when they weren’t called upon to disobey God. Should 
that be any less true today? 

2. Honor. 

 Whether we like those in power or not, we are to honor 
the positions they hold. “Honor the king,” said Peter (1 
Pet. 2:17). Honoring the positions of power is part of 
honoring all men. This does not mean that we must 

agree with them. It does mean 
that we show respect. 

3. Pray. 

 We are to pray for those in 
power, whether we agree or 
disagree with their politics (1 
Tim. 2:1-2). The stated reason 
in 1 Timothy is “so that we 
may lead a tranquil and quiet 
life in all godliness and digni-
ty.” Praying for our country 
and those in power is one of 
the most patriotic actions any 
of us can take. Of course, our 

actions are not so much about patriotism as they are 
godliness. Our concern is to glorify God. 

4. Never speak evil.  

We are not to speak evil of anyone, including those in 
positions of power. Not even Michael would bring a rail-
ing accusation against the devil, but said, “The Lord re-
buke you!” (Jude 9) The powers that be are in God’s 
hands, and He will deal with them as He wills. When 
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they fail to honor God, then He will judge them. 

This is not to say that I endorse or appreciate every-
thing about people in power. I have severe differences 
with many who make laws, and I try to leave no doubt 
as to where I stand on moral issues (like abortion or 
homosexual activity). However, as a Christian, I try to 
be careful about what I would say concerning those in 
charge, especially when I disagree with them. We can 
deal appropriately with the various issues without 
bringing railing accusations against those in power. 

5. Work for Unity.  

Politics can be more divisive than helpful. Christians 
should do away with party divisions and promote the 
unity that only Christ can give (Eph. 2:14). We should 
be far more concerned about the doctrine of Christ 
than with a party’s political platform. If a platform 
agrees with Scripture, well and good, but our faith is 
not built around a party. If Matthew (a tax collector) 
and Simon (a zealot) could come together in Christ, no 
political party today should ever be more important 
than following Jesus. 

6. Be Salt and Light.  

Jesus taught that His disciples are to be salt and light 
(Matt 5:13-16). We should not be doing anything that 
will diminish the effect that we might have in this 
world. Peter wrote, “Keep your behavior excellent 

among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they 
slander you as evildoers, they may because of your 
good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the 
day of visitation” (1 Pet. 2:12). 

7. Serve God and work toward the saving of  
souls.  

As a general principle, we might recall what Jesus told 
the man who wanted to follow Him after he buried his 
father: “Allow the dead to bury their own dead; but as 
for you, go and proclaim everywhere the kingdom of 
God” (Luke 9:60). Governments will rise and fall, but 
through it all, God’s kingdom will prevail (Dan 2:44-
45). Should our concern for the earthly kingdom be 
greater than that of God’s kingdom? We are to be more 
concerned about saving souls than for political aspira-
tions. The world certainly won’t preach God’s king-
dom. That task is ours. 

While the world witnesses politics as usual, Christians 
are called to the higher purpose of living for the Lord’s 
kingdom. “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which 
also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; 
who will transform the body of our humble state into 
conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion 
of the power that He has even to subject all things to 
Himself” (Phil. 3:20-21). 

Doy Moyer, Mind Your Faith blog 
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It Is Up To: 
By Dennis Kilgo  

I Corinthians 12:14-26 

14 For the body is not one member, but many. 15 If the 
foot says, “Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of 
the body,” it is not for this reason [k]any the less a 
part of the body. 16 And if the ear says, “Because I am 
not an eye, I am not a part of the body,” it is not for 
this reason [l]any the less a part of the body. 17 If the 
whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? 
If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of 
smell be? 18 But now God hasplaced the members, 
each one of them, in the body, just as He desired. 19 If 
they were all one member, where would the body 
be? 20 But now there are many members, but one 
body. 21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have 

no need of you”; or again the head to the feet, “I have 
no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, [m]it is much truer 
that the members of the body which seem to be weak-
er are necessary; 23 and those members of the body 
which we [n]deem less honorable, [o]on these we be-
stow more abundant honor, and our less presentable 
members become much more presentable, 24 whereas 
our more presentable members have no need of it. But 
God has so composed the body, giving more abundant 
honor to that member which lacked, 25 so that there may 
be no [p]division in the body, but that the members may 
have the same care for one another. 26 And if one mem-
ber suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member 
is [q]honored, all the members rejoice with it.  

"A little red hen once found a grain of wheat. ‘Who 
will plant this wheat?’ she said. ‘I won’t,’ said the dog. 
‘I won’t,’ said the cat. ‘I won’t,’ said the pig. ‘I won’t,’ 
said the turkey. ‘Then I will,’ said the little red hen.’ 

So begins the childhood favorite. All the work of reap-
ing, milling, and baking fell to the little red hen. So, 
when the bread was ready and everyone wanted to eat 
it, the little red hen ate the loaf of bread all by herself. 

A Scandinavian tale makes a 
similar point in a positive 
way. A sheep and a pig de-
cided to build a house and 
live there together. A rabbit 
heard about it and, when he 
asked if he could live there 
too, they asked how he 
could help. He said he could 
gnaw pegs and place them. 
So, he joined the group. So, 
it was with a goose, and a 
rooster. Then they worked 
together, each doing what he could with the abilities he 
had until the house was finished. ‘And they lived hap-
pily ever after.’" (The Book of Virtues, W. Bennett) 

These tales can help instill in our children (and us) the 
godly realization that we are to share the work so we can 
share the resulting reward. I feel we all would readily 

acknowledge this truth. Even so, we can profit from 
reminders that will help us find ways to apply the prin-
ciple to our lives. 

You see it is not just up to the older members to work 
so the church will grow. It is not just up to the retired 
or just up to those working, the men, the women, the 
preacher, the gifted, the mature, or the educated. It is 
up to all of us, working as a team. It is up to each indi-

vidual saint to be co-workers, 
no matter our view of our rela-
tive importance or ability. 

Feet do not make good eyes; 
ears do not make good hands. 
However, they all, working to-
gether, make a good body (1 
Corinthians 12:14-25). Let’s 
put it another way; it doesn’t 
matter what your limitations 
are in certain areas (feet cannot 
see very well), you can have an 
active and productive part in 

what it will take for this congregation to grow. It is up 
to you as much as it is other members. We all can, and 
so should, actively work together toward our success-
ful growth. We are a team, different in abilities and 
functions, but working in harmony. It is up to me. It is 
up to you. It is up to us as a team working together. 
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Sunday morning:   Bible Classes for all ages, 9:30 a.m.  

     Worship, 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday evening:  Worship, 6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday Evening:    Bible Classes for all ages, 7:30 p.m. 

Times We Meet: 

Heaven: Home Sweet Home 
By J. D. Conley  

Thomas Wolfe said, “You can’t go home again.” 
How true. Several times in my adult life I’ve returned 
to the places of my childhood. Though they are geo-
graphically in the same place, they are not the same 
place. They look smaller to me – old and sort of run 
down. All that remain are the memories that filled 
those houses and yards. In the exhilaration of youth 
the grass seemed greener, the trees taller, the family 
dwelling newer and larger. By using Google maps I 
recently looked at the 
house I grew up in while 
I was in High School. 
Back then the house was 
brand new, to my dismay 
it now appears old and 
dated. It’s hard to believe 
it’s been thirtyfive years 
since I lived there. Time 
ravages everything it 
touches, and it touches 
everything. 

But Heaven, the home of 
the soul, cannot be ef-
faced by time. John New-
ton wrote, “When we’ve been there ten thousand 
years, Bright shining as the sun, We’ve no less days to 
sing God’s praise then when we’ve first begun.” Our 
home in heaven is made sweet because we will never 
have to leave (Matthew 25:46; 1 John 2:25, et. al.). 
Our celestial abode will be enriched because of who 
will be there. Heaven’s ranks will populated with all 
the redeemed including our loved ones who have 

“died in the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Reve-
lation 14:13). All the faithful will be there (Hebrews 
11). The prophets, the apostles, and the angels will be 
there (Revelation 4:10; Luke 15:10). Most of all God 
will be there. God will “...wipe away all tears from our 
eyes” (Revelation 21:4). We shall “...see him as he 
is” (1 John 3:2). 

Just seeing God is worth any and all effort to reach 
heaven. But to bundle that blessing with seeing Jesus, 

the Holy Spirit, the 
angelic host, the 
heroes of faith, and 
a reunion with our 
loved ones who 
died in the Lord, is 
a sublime thought 
upon which to 
dwell! Then to add 
on top of all this 
the fact that Heav-
en is a beautiful 
place of perfect 
peace and unity 
that we never end, 

that’s bereft of any pain, sorrow, sickness or death is 
to refer to the title of this article as an understate-
ment! 

It’s true, you can’t go home again. But you can go to 
Heaven, your real home and the sweetest. Lets do all 
in our power to get there (Revelation 21:27)! 


